Connecting with Others

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.                                    ” Matthew 4:23
“When Jesus saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.”                                                                                       Matthew 14:14
A question that often surfaces in my mind is this: When people think about me, do they say to themselves, “My life is really better today because I was in his presence”?

I thought about Jim Elliot and a prayer he made: “Father, make of me a crisis man. Bring those I contact to decision. Let me not be a milepost on a single road; make me a fork, that men must turn one way or another on facing Christ in me.” What a thought! My life becoming a turning -point for someone, so that they make a choice about Jesus.

What would happen, if every person had that kind of experience with others who crossed our paths? This world would certainly be a better place to live. We would add value to their lives.

Like Jesus, I believe each of us must look for opportunities to connect people to the loving God. Somehow, they must encounter God, because they were in our presence. But, how do you do that? How do you turn your focus from yourself and start adding value to others? You can do it by:

Following the model and example of Christ - Just connect.

Put others first in your thinking.

Finding out what others need.

Face the facts and do what you can.
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”                                                                    Matthew 14:16
We must learn to concentrate not on the inability of people, but rather on the ability of God! Amen!
Father as we approach this day may we have the mind and eyes of Christ. Help us to see as he sees and to hear as He hears, but most importantly, to love as he loved. Give each of us a heart for the same passion He had for Others. May the Sunday School  emphasis not just be another Fall event, but may each of us make an uncommon commitment to love and care for Others as Jesus did.  May your be glorified. Amen!                                                                                                          

